[Elaboration of prevention norms: Need for ethical reflection].
Public health tries to modify existing social norms by setting up strategies to promote the emergence of norms that are more adapted to the objectives of good health and well-being. Prevention policies and the corresponding interventions concern health behaviours and are designed to modify the individual's habits, and contribute to defining new ways of being, acting and living. Prevention therefore involves numerous personal, cultural, social and collective values. An ethical reflection concerning the meaning, rationale and justice of these actions is therefore essential. The objective of this study is to characterize the ethical reflection at the time of creation of public health norms. A narrative review, based on the Web of Science database covering journals of the various disciplines concerned, was conducted to address this issue. Thirty-four publications were selected, illustrating the numerous definitions and types of norms used in public health intervention strategies. Many stakeholders are involved in the creation of public health norms specialists, opinion leaders, and social stakeholders. Finally, although some publications stress that the use of prevention norms raises a number of ethical issues, no publication refers to the presence of a structured ethical reflection as part of this process. Ethical reflection is an essential part of prevention interventions and tools. What is the best way of achieving the best results? How to resolve conflicts of interests? These issues must be addressed when developing policies or programmes and can more effectively guide public health strategies and help to improve their acceptability and efficacy in populations.